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Megan Ellior was learning Polish.
'Attempting," 

Elliott corrected,
"anempting 

to learn Polish."
OK Megan Ellioa was attempt-

ing to learn Polish, sining crossJegged
on a couch in her living room, with a
Ianguage CD loudly intoning Polish
pronunciation and a book to follow
along with balanced on her knee.

She has been chosen as one offour
participana to represent Oklahoma
this spring as part of The Rotary
Foundation's Group Study Exchange
- or GSE - for Oklahoma's District
5750, and attempting to learn Polish
is just one ofher new responsibilities.
Her fellow team members are Sheri
Guyse, l,aura Ballard and team leader
Danna Szymanski.

Alt}ough Ellioa's a bit nervous
to be leaving her job and family for
an endre month, her excitemenr our-
weighs any trepidation.

"I m really looking forward to be
able to see Poland in a different light,
something beyond being a tourist,"
she said.

The Rotary GSE program is set up
for young professionals like Elliom for
exacth this reason.

"The purpose of tlre program," said
Randy Goodman, GSE chairman for
District 5750,"'ts as a vocational and
culrural o<change to promote a better
understanding of world cultures."

Every year, the district chooses a
different Rotary district with which to
exchange young professionals bewveen
tlre ages of 25 and 40 who are not
Rotarians themselves. This year, the
program is taking participants to

Poland and Ulraine. In rhe past, the
program has gone to places such as
India, Australia, Turkey and Brazil.
The 2009 exchange is lined up for
Bolivia. Each trip lasts &om four to
six weeks.

'rlraving 
for an entire mondr is

something that not many people are
able to do because of jobs, family or
finances," Elliott said, "but I'm fortu-
nate that my boss is such a believer in
people bettering themselves through
many different facets."

Ellion, the office coordinator
for Accel Financial Su-ffing, said her
boss - Meg Salyer, a Rotarian with
Club 29 - urged her to apply for the
opportunity.

Goodman understands that not
everyone can take that time away from
their family and career, but he said
"for those who can, they will have the
experience of a lifetime."

He knows firsthand the benefia
ofthe exchange program. As part of
GSE, he visited Ti:rkey in t997 and
joined the Rotary in December that
s:rme year, Through his involvement
with Rotary, Goodman kept an inter-
est in this unique program and trav-
eled to Brazil in2007 as a team leader.

Stayrng with Rotarians in Rio de
Janeiro, the team had the oppomrnity
to see another side ofthe city, visiting

fauaks - or ghettos - where rhe local
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STUDY NO}Hs.. .'

Croup Study F.cha.ge is a fire
prcgram offercd through The
Roary Foundation. Here's what
you need to knwabout &e pro-
gram and howto Frticiparc

WIIAI: Roary Discict 575O of
Oklahoma &ooces
ea.-lr )car to r"ke part in a frur-
1s-six-v/€ek {cfi mgc program
with another district in Roary
International Participants are
chosen &mugh an application
and inten'iwprooess.

WHER& The rychenge goes
whererrcr Roary Intemational has
apresene. This year, de tean is
heading to lloland and ukmine .
6r one mondr. Natyeat's team is
dared to go to Bolivia-

'VHO:The 
program is open to

pung professionals between the
"gs of 25 and 40. The partici-
pants cennot be Rotarians or the
sons or daughters of Roarians,
Bcoming a member of Rotary
is not roquircd of renrrning team

but most choose to join

after &eir qeriene.

HOITMUCI* The program is
virffdly all-rry€nses-paid Of
oune, paricipants ned to be
af,l6 6 ake an mtire month ofr
ofwor*.

For morc infrmation or to apply,
visit wrm.mtary5750.org.

-Jny Aon Peetson

%s a GSE team member, you
often see sights the ondinaryvacation-
er would not see," Goodman said

Stepping past the boundary of
being a tourist was the draw for
Guyse to participate.

"The food, the people, the cus-
toms - I cannot wait to see how
different their world is from ours,"
Guyse said. "In that same vein,
howeve! I cannot wait to see how
similar our lives can be."

Fellow participant Ballard
agreed. "My heart beam inside my
chest for the very purpose ofsee-
ing the world and the people that
populate it," she said. "\fhen you
strip away everlthing superficial,
we are all alike with the same
needs and wants."

Ballard, who also participated
in the 2005 GSE exchange to
Thailand, is a true world traveler,
so far having visited 33 states, plus

C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E

u*,r",,@6H;�;"*
405.507.3600
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